[Evaluation of weekly paclitaxel and doxifluridine (5'-DFUR) combination therapy in patients with advanced or recurrent breast cancer].
To evaluate the feasibility and efficacy of weekly paclitaxel and 5'-DFUR combination therapy in advanced or recurrent breast cancer, 13 patients were enrolled in this pilot study. 5'-DFUR was administered orally at a dose of 800 mg/day for 14 consecutive days, and paclitaxel was administered by 1 hour infusion at a dose of 80 mg/m2 after short premedication on day 1 and 8. This was repeated every 3 weeks, until disease progression or severe side effects precluded further treatment. Antiemetic agents and G-CSF were also administered, as needed. Nine patients had not received prior therapy, and four patients had received prior anthracycline containing therapy, two of whom were concomitantly receiving docetaxel treatment. Median administration time was 14 weeks, and median time to progression was 16.6 weeks. The overall response rate was 46.2% with 7.7% complete response and 38.5% partial response, and the response rate was consistent regardless of metastatic sites. Two patients achieved stable disease for at least 6 months and the clinical benefit was 61.5%. Responses were observed in 25% of the patients with prior anthracycline therapy. Grade 3/4 side effects involved leukopenia in 15.4%, peripheral neuropathy in 7.7%, malaise in 23.1% and nausea in 7.7%. There were no complaints of severe diarrhea. Although one patient withdrew from this study because of a hypersensitive reaction, this regimen was generally well tolerated and QOL was high enough so that it was possible to continue the regimen. Weekly paclitaxel and 5'-DFUR combination therapy seems to be feasible and effective in patients with advanced or recurrent breast cancer.